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December 24, even while the two sides were recovering
from the shock of the first night battle, far away across
the ocean, at Ghent in Belgium, a treaty of peace was
being signed by the representatives of the two warring
nations. No one in America knew about it, however,
for there were no trans-Atlantic cables in those days,
and so the fighting went on, and it was not until Feb-
ruary 14, 1815, that news of the treaty reached Washing-
ton, and the order to cease hostilities was given.

Jackson had proved his skill as-a general, and when
in 1818 the Seminole Indians in Florida, urged on by
some brutish Spaniards and escaped Negro slaves,
despatched their war-parties to attack the American
settlements in Alabama and Georgia, it was Jackson
who was given command of fifteen hundred men and
sent to punish them. The situation was a rather diffi-
cult one, however. Florida at that time was a Spanish
possession, and the government in Washington was
anxious to avoid offending the Spaniards. Accordingly,
Jackson was ordered to confine himself to defensive
operations, and on no account to cross the border into
Spanish territory. We can imagine the contempt with
which Old Hickory received these instructions. Punish
the Indians indeed! How could he punish them if he
was not allowed to attack them in their own homes?
He had no patience with such half-hearted measures, so
with his usual supreme confidence in his own opinion,
he completely disregarded the orders he had received,
and without worrying about the Spaniards or their
feelings, led his troops straight across the frontier into
Florida. There, in a quick campaign, he defeated the